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MULTIPLE MEDICAL IMPAIRMENT STUDY

The Multiple Medical Impairment Study is a study of medical impairment mortality of insured lives with two
or more impairments. This is a follow-up to a study of insured lives with a single medical impairment
published in 1986. Both studies deal with the mortality experience between 1962 and 1977 policy anniver-
saries on nearly 2,400,000 policies issued at standard and substandard premium rates.

This is the first study ever of the effect on mortality of insured lives with more than one impairment, and
therefore the results are of great value and interest. Moreover, the analysis and presentation of results
will serve as a model for future studies.

The results generally are comparable to those in the Single Medical Impairment Study and continue to
demonstrate that life insurance underwriting practices have been successful in classifying risks in the
appropriate premium classes.

The publication of the Multiple Medical Impairment Study has been delayed because of the complexity of
presenting multiple impairment data. The results are presented for each impairment in combination with
groups of impairments. The presentation enables the reader to determine the mortality effect of a specific
impairment (e.g., Diabetes Mellitus) in combination with groups of impairments having similar degrees of
severity as related to extra mortality or in combination with groups of impairments of a similar nature. For
the more frequently occurring impairments, impairment groups of a similar nature are shown in combina-
tion with other impairment groups. Also shown are the mortality results for insured lives with three or more
impairments.

This book has been produced under the auspices of the Mortality and Morbidity Liaison Committee
(MMLC), which is comprised of members of the Society of Actuaries (SOA), the American Academy of
Insurance Medicine (AAIM), the Home Office Life Underwriters Association (HOLUA), and the Institute
of Home Office Underwriters (IHOU). Financial support was provided by MIB, Inc. Statistical analysis
and publication production were provided by the Center for Medico-Actuarial Statistics (CMAS).
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